[Ultrastructural characteristics of virus-producing lymphocytes in bovine leukemia].
The ultrastructure of peripheral lymphocytes and lymph was examined in 35 head of cattle in health and chronic lymphoid leukemia. In the latter, ultrastructural alterations were detected in the nuclei and cytoplasmic organelles. The alterations appeared as Golgi apparatus hypertrophy, mitochondrial polymorphism, myelinoid formations. There were nuclear pockets, invaginations in the nuclei of leukemic lymphocytes. A correlation was established between the number of cells having nuclear pockets and the virus production of lymphoid cells in chronic lymphoid leukemia. There is evidence that the existence of nuclear pockets along with other indicators may be useful in assessing the development of leukemias in cattle. The morphogenesis of bovine leukemia virus is presented.